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With pictures from six of her popular
biographies for young readers, Jean Fritz

weaves together the lives of Ben Franklin, Patrick
Henry, Sam Adams, Paul Revere, John Hancock
and King George and dramatizes their roles in
the formation of the United States as a nation.
Narrated by the author.
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Jean Fritz: Six Revolutionary War Figures
SIX REVOLUTIONARY
WAR FIGURES
By Jean Fritz 
Theme:  American Culture
Grade Levels:  3 - 6
Iconographic, 16 minutes

SUMMARY
SIX REVOLUTIONARY WAR FIGURES gives a lively
background of the lives of six important people
involved in the Revolutionary War: Benjamin Franklin,
Samuel Adams, John Hancock, Paul Revere, Patrick
Henry and King George III. The story outlines the
events that led up to the Revolution and the position
each of the above mentioned men took regarding the
war.

Children will get an interesting glimpse into the
early lives of these men and the personality traits
they carried with them from early childhood into
adulthood. Interesting analyses of how these
personality traits affected important decisions
made by these men are also offered here.
SIX REVOLUTIONARY WAR FIGURES presents a
history lesson that will engage children’s hearts as
well as challenge their minds.

OBJECTIVES
• Children will learn about six important individuals

who had important roles during the time of the
Revolutionary War.

• Children will explore events leading up to the war. 
• Children will investigate the personalities of

important figures in American history. 

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Perhaps you would like to share the books that make
up the video, SIX REVOLUTIONARY WAR FIGURES,
with the children. (Fritz' books are biographies of Ben
Franklin, Patrick Henry, Sam Adams, Paul Revere, John
Hancock and King George.)
• Which of the people described in the books was most

interesting to you?  Why?

Talk with children about what America was like just
prior to the Revolutionary War.  Include in your
discussions means of transportation, style of dress,
types of work people did, schooling, etc. Then have
children draw pictures that represent how America
looked at this time. Ask:
• What would you have liked most about living during

this time?
• What kinds of things would be harder to do than

they are now?
• What would you enjoy then that might be difficult to

enjoy now?
• What kinds of things would you do for recreation?

Have children do some research on Benjamin Franklin.
Then have them work in teams and share with the class
Franklin’s inventions. Encourage children to make
models of these inventions and use them as part of
their demonstrations. Ask:
• What would life be like now if we could not benefit

from Ben Franklin’s discoveries?

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Discuss the personality traits of each of the men
described in the story. Then supply props children can
use to dramatize the lives of each of these people.
Next, have children pretend to be the six men sitting
down together to discuss the war. Encourage children

to consider the position each of the men might take
and be prepared to defend their positions.

Have a special “Colonial Times” day in the classroom.
Have children dress as colonists and prepare a meal
that the colonists might have enjoyed. Prepare simple
dances and music that may have been popular at the
time. You might want to invite other classes to join you
in your “Colonial Times” celebrations. You might even
have Paul Revere, John Hancock, Ben Franklin, Sam
Adams, and Patrick Henry greet guests at the door!

Talk with children about the Boston Tea Party. Then
have children debate whether or not this was an
appropriate way to object to the tea tax. Ask:
• What would you have done to prevent England from

taxing the colonies?
• What would your arguments to King George III have

been like?
Have children write their ideas as position statements
and share them with the class. Be sure children sign
their statement with their “John Hancocks!”

OTHER VIDEOS ABOUT AMERICAN
CULTURE AVAILABLE FROM WESTON
WOODS INCLUDE:
• GEORGE WASHINGTON’S MOTHER by Jean Fritz,

ill. by DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan
• JUST A FEW WORDS, MR. LINCOLN by Jean Fritz,

ill. by Charles Robinson
• THE PILGRIMS OF PLIMOTH by Marcia Sewall
• THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER ill. by Peter Spier
• WHY DON’T YOU GET A HORSE, SAM ADAMS? by

Jean Fritz, ill. by Trina Schart Hyman

CALL 1-800-243-5020 TO ORDER THESE AND OTHER WESTON WOODS VIDEOS!
This guide may be photocopied for free distribution without restriction 
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